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Q&A with our Young Actuary of the month - Joey Zhou 

 

 
Joey Zhou is with Manulife Singapore and working as a team leader of a product pricing 

team. He is also a member of Public Relations Committee of SAS since 2007. He 

received his FIA designation (Fellowship of Institute of Actuaries) in 2009. In the 

following interview, Mr. Zhou will delve into the exciting world of an Actuary. He will 

also share his experiences and memorable moments thus far.  

 

1. Where did you study to become an actuary? 
 

University of Melbourne, Australia 
 

2. Why did you decide to become an actuary?  
 

It was either law or actuarial studies for me when I finished my high school education in Melbourne. It seemed that I would 
enjoy more in problem solving and maths rather than “debating”, I didn’t take the law offers from other universities, and 

stayed in Melbourne for actuarial studies. I think I made a pretty good decision, as I enjoy what I do today and my actuarial 

exam progress was pretty smooth and fast. 
 

3. How tough were the actuarial examinations for you?  
 

Very tough! 
 

4. What advice would you give to students taking actuarial exams? 
 

Have a comprehensive and realistic study plans and stick to the plan. Read the notes actively (avoid passive reading) and 

do enough exercise to make sure you understand the theory and are able to apply the theory. Analyse past year papers, and 
you will probably have some idea about what the examiners are looking for. Do put some effort to understand UK’s 

regulation and Guidance Notes if you are setting for the final paper of UK exams. 

 
Most importantly, never lose confidence when you fail exams. 

 

5. What excites you most about the future?  
 

After receiving the fellowship, I am gradually exposing to wider responsibilities and opportunities. I am excited about what 

I will learn and what I can do in the future. Very fortunately, I received great support and guidance from my bosses in 

Manulife, so I won’t feel lost on my way. 
 

6. How has becoming a full-fledged Actuary made a difference to your career and 

life? 
 
Other than the career opportunities mentioned in the earlier question, my life improved after becoming a fully qualified 

actuary. I can now spend more time with my family, and no longer worry about study and exams. 
 

7. I believe an Actuary should be…   

 
A businessman with excellent commercial and financial instinct, and equipped with sophisticated mathematical skills. 



 

8. Would you tell us something about yourself that we wouldn’t know from reading 

your bio?  

 
I have a lovely Labrador retriever at home. 

 

9. What do you consider to be one or two of your most formative professional 

experiences? 

 
Being part of the Public Relation Committee of SAS is worth mentioning. This experience is formative for me – providing 
me the opportunity to know actuaries from different industries, and develop specific skills, such as event organising, that 

wouldn’t to be usually developed in the actuarial work place. 

 

10. What would you usually be doing on a carefree Sunday afternoon? 
 
Play with my iPad. 

 

11. Your dream holiday destination?  
 

Maldives. 


